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At their Meeting held at the Sr. ALB AN's TAVERN, 


In purſuance of a Letter, ſubſcribed by the Duke of Montagu, 
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STATEMEN T 
| 7 | AND 
PROPOSITIONS 
FRER 
THE. SOCIETY 


HIS MAJESTY's PROCLAMATION 
AGAINST | | 
VICE ax» IMMORALITY, 


DELIVERAD TO 


THE MAGISTRATES, 


On WRED NES DAN the 5th of May, 1790, 


requeſting that Two Magiſtrates might be deputed from 
each County to take into Conſideration the Vagrant Laws, 
and the Employment of Priſoners by hard Labour, in 
Gaols and Houſes of Correction; and to bring forward 


ſuch Plans for the general Reform of the Police as ſhall 
be thought adviſable, 


PRINTED BY GEORGE STAFFORD, 
CRANL»COURT, FLEET-STREET, 


LONDON: ” i 
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V AG R ANI 8. 


EE Society for giving Effect to his 
1 | Majeſty's Proclamation againſt Vice and 
Immorality, who have taken the liberty, by a 
letter ſubſcribed ' by the Duke of Montagy, 
their Preſident; to requeſt the attendance of 
two Magiſtrates from each county, recommend 
to the preſent Meeting to take into their 
immediate conſideration the laws reſpecting 
Vagrants; and Gaols, and Houſes of Correction; 
and to enter into ſuch reſolutions as will moſt 
effectually ſupply the defects in thoſe laws, and 
correct the abuſes in the adminiſtration of 
ed: ery | 


The Society conſider the prevention of beg- 
ging and vagrancy as an object of the greateſt 
importance to the quiet and good order of the 

FTD 


Cd 4 


Public, as beggars and vagabonds ſeldom re- 


turn to habits of labour and ſobriety, but ge- 
nerally proceed to the commiſſion of crimes of 
the moſt atrocious and alarming nature, That 
vagrancy may be ſuppreſſed by the execution 
of the laws, and by the exertion of Magiſtrates, 
we have the authority of my Lord Coke ; who 
ſays, © that the preventing vagrants wandering 
abroad without lawful licences is, without 
queſtion, feaſible ; for upqp the making the ori- 


ginal ſtatute, and a good ſpace after, whilſt 
| Juſtices and other officers were diligent and in- 
duſtrious, there was not a rogue to be ſeen in 


any part of the kingdom; but when the Juſtices 
and others becante remiſs in their Ne W 
ſwarmed again.” 


The Society are informed from good autho- 
rity, that in the city of London and county of 


Middleſex, and part of Surrey (where vagrants 


moſt abound), paſſes are granted generally and 


indiſcriminately to all perſons whatever; and 


that many perſons, even voluntarily, apply for 


them; and that the puniſhment, as ordered by 


the 17th Geo. II. commonly called the Vagrant 
Act, is ſeldom inflicted; by which means many 


Perſons who are not 1 of the vagrant 
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laws, by their own deſire are conveyed to the 
diſtant parts of the kingdom at the public 
expence. | 

The Society are alſo informed, that in the 
cities of London and Weſtminſter, and in part 
of the counties of Middleſex and Surrey, it is 
the cuſtom for the Juſtices of the Peace to re- 
move paupers, who have committed no act of 
vagrancy, from one pariſh to another, by paſs, 
and not by the legal method of an order of re- 
moval; the expence of which order of removal 

would be borne by the pariſh removing: and 
| thepariſh to which the pauper is removed would 
have an appeal to the Quarter Seſſions againſt - 
ſuch order. Whereas the expence of a paſs 
falls upon each county through which the 
pauper is conveyed; the pariſh to which he is 
ſent has no appeal from ſuch paſs, but before 
it can litigate the. ſettlement, it muſt be at the 
expence of removing the pauper back by an 
order of removal, and it then has impoſed upon 
it the burden of proving the ſettlement of the 
pauper, which would otherwiſe lie upon the 
pariſh originally removing. Such paſſes there- 
fore are not only contrary to law, but a fraud 
upon the kingdom in general, and extremely 
B 2 unjuſt 


(44 


unjuſt with regard to the 8 to which the 
vagrant is ſent, - 


The Society are alſo informed, that Iriſnmen 


and other perſons, coming from their reſpective 
homes to work during the harveſt, on applica- 
tion merely, and the payment of a ſmall fee, are 
paſſed back to Ireland, or their own country, 
without any examination, and without having 
the puniſhment inflicted as ordered by 17 Geo. II. 
This the Society conſider as a great grievance, 


and a very heavy expence to many parts of the 
kingdom. 


The Society are of opinion that the 17 Geo. II. 


or the Vagrant Act, was meant merely for the 
puniſhment and prevention of offences, and not 
intended to relieve pariſhes from the burden 
which by law they are bound to ſuſtain in pro- 
viding for their own poor, or in removing 


paupers by the modes preſcribed by the ſtatutes 


relating to the poor. By the 17 Geo. II. the 
various acts by which an offender becomes a 


rogue and vagabond are ſpecified ; upon the 


fed offence, if convicted of the firſt, he be- 
comes an incorrigible rogue, and may be i im- 


priſoned for two years; and for the third offence, 
„ 


13 1 


if twice before convicted, he becomes a felon, 


and may be tranſported for ſeven years. A re- 


ward is given for apprehending vagrants, and a 
penalty is impoſed upon the conſtable for ne- 
glecting to apprehend. The vagrant is to be 
carried before a Juſtice of the Peace, and if the 
vagrant is found guilty of any act which makes 
him a rogue and vagabond, the Juſtice ſhall or- 
der him to be publicly whipt, or ſent. to the 


Houſe of correction till the next Seſſions, or for 


any leſs time, as ſuch Juſtice ſhall think proper. 
If the Juſtice orders him to be confined for a 
leſs time than until the next Seſſions, the ſame 


Juſtice may, by a paſs under hand and ſeal, 


ſend him to his place of legal ſettlement ; and 


he is directed to make a duplicate of the paſs 


and the vagrant's examination, which ſhall 
be tranſmitted to the next Seſſions, to be re- 
corded. And ſuch Juſtice may alſo order the 
vagrant to be ſearched, and if any thing of 
value ſhall be found upon him, ſuch Juſtice 
ſhall order the ſame to be employed towards 


the expence of paſling ſuch vagrant, 


To correct the abuſes in granting paſſes as 
before mentioned, the Society recommend. to 
the Magiſtrates at their Meeting, to conſider 


whether 


1-8] 


whether it would not be expedient for all 
Juſtices to commit vagrants to the houſe of 
correction until the next Seſſions, to be further 


puniſhed, and to be paſſed as the ou anden in 


Seſſions ſhall think e | 


Fen the aa nut 28th ſections ” tha AR, 
it appears to be the duty of Juſtices to commit 


all vagrant children, and all vagrants who have 


no ſettlements, till the next Seſſions; for the 
Juſtices in Seſſions have a power of providing 
for them, which a ſingle Juſtice out of Seſſions 
does not poſſeſs, —If, therefore, Juſtices in all 
cafes whatever ſhould commit vagrants till the 
next Seſſions, it would, in the opinion of the 
Society, greatly leſſen their number; it would 
put an end to the frauds and abuſes in granting 
paſſes; it would afford the means of providing 
for thoſe, who otherwiſe muſt neceſſarily con- 
tinue in the ſame ſtate of idleneſs and profli- 
gacy; and would relieve the pariſhes of the 
burden of maintaining as caſual poor, thoſe who 
have no ſettlement: for ſuch vagrants could 
be provided by the Magiſtrates at Seſſions with 
employments, which pariſh officers are not 


enabled to furniſh them with by any exiſting 


— If the Magiftrates ſhould be of opinion 
that 


an, . 
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that this would be expedient, the Society re- 
queſt them to conſider whether their recom- 
mendations to the other Magiſtrates in the dif- 
ferent counties would be ſufficient to ſecure. an 
uniformity in the proceedings of Juſtices upon 
this point, or whether it would be. adviſeable to 


enforce their reſolutions by an application to 
Parliament. | 


If the Magiſtrates ſhould be of opinion that 
Juſtices ought to retain the ſame diſcretion 
which they have at preſent, either in commit- 
ting vagrants till the next Seſſions, or for a leſs 


time, the Society requeſt them to conſider 
whether it would not be adviſeable that an ap- 


plication ſhould be made to Parliament to enact 


chat a certificate ſhould be annexed to every 


paſs, certifying, that the vagrant had either 
been actually ſent to the houſe of correction, at 


leaſt for ſome certain time, or publicly whipt, 


purfuant to the direction of the 17 Geo. II.; 
and whether a Juſtice in another county ſhould 
be obliged to forward ſuch paſs through his 
county, unleſs ſuch certificate ſhould appear 


3 annexed to the paſs allowed by a Juſtice of the 


Peace, and ſigned by the keeper of the Bride- 
well in which the vagrant had been impriſoned, 
or 


10-1 


or by the conſtable or olficer was had whipt 
ſuch vagrant. - 


At the ſame time the Society refer it to the 
conſideration of the Magiſtrates, whether it 
would not be adviſeable not to inflict the puniſh- 
ment of whipping upon vagrants in the firſt in- 
ſtance in any caſe, as not being productive of 
any good effects; and that thepuniſhment ſhould 
be confined to impriſonment, either till the 
next Seſſions or for a leſs time. 


The Society alſo deſire the Magiſtrates to 
conſider whether it would not be expedient 


that the Judges at the Aſſizes, and the Juſtices 


at the Quarter or General Seſſions, ſhould 


be empowered by Parliament to order, in 


caſes where they may think it proper, . any 
priſoner diſcharged from a gaol or houſe of cor- 
rection to be ſent to his legal ſettlement, as it 
frequently happens that his place of ſettlement 


is at a very great diſtance from ſuch gaol or 
houſe of correction, 


The Society alſo requeſt the Magiſtrates to 


_ conſider whether the granting of walking and 
begging paſſes ought not to be entirely put an 


end 


[<9 1 


end to, as they conceive and are adviſed that 
all ſuch paſſes are warranted by no authority 
whatever, but are abſolutely void and illegal, 
except in ſome caſes to ſailors, and perhaps to 
1diers, and even with reſpe& to them; that no 
Juſtice is We arg to an ſuch a pals.” 


"oP he Society kurcher defire "the Magiſtrates 
to conſider whether ſuch paffes ought, in any 
inſtance; to be granted to ſuch ſailors and ſol- 
diers; for they conceive that it has a very dan- 
gerous and miſchievous tendency to permit a 
ſoldier ora ſailor, under any circumſtances what= 
ever, to beg. But if it ſhould be thought ne- 
ceſſfary that ſallors ſhould be conveyed from ont 

place to ändther at the public expence, the 
Society wiſh the Magiſtrates to conſider; whether 
it would not be more deſirable that Parlia- 
ment ſhould provide 4 mode by which, though 
they had committed no act of vagrancy, they 
might be conveyed at the expence of the Pub- 
lic, than that they ſhould be permitted to beg; 
for, in conſequence of a licence to beg; they 
contract habits of idleneſs and profligacy, and 
are a terror to the inhabitants of the counties 
through which they paſs, 


C | By 


E 40 11 | : 
By the 17 Geo. II. the pariſh, to Which the 
vagrant is ſent ought to provide for and em- 
ploy every ſuch vagrant properly conveyed by 


paſs; but it frequently happens, through the 


indolence and inattention of the overſeers, that 
no employment or relief is given to the vagrant 
upon his arrival in their pariſh; the conſequence 
of which is, that he is induced to wander from 
that pariſh, and to get! into a ſtate of FAgrangy 
a ſecond time.. dailt 03 borne: ad 03. ,c20 


"The S2 err 3 8 it to the 


Magiſtrates to conſider whether in ſuch caſes 


the overſeer ought not to be ſeverely puniſhed; 
and whether the inhabitants of the pariſh ought 
not to be obliged to pay the es, of bg 
ſecond removal. 


The Goa the vagrAnk kl; of 
cially thoſe without ſettlements, the iety 
think deſerves the attention of the Magiſtrates, 
and requeſt them to conſider whether/it would 
not be expedient that a hulk ſhould he provided, 
at the expence of Government, for the reception 
of the males, who ſhould be brought up to the 


ſea ſervice; and whether all the females ſhould 


not be put out apprentices or ſervants, as the 
Act 


L ] 

Act directs. The Society are informed that at 
this time there are a very great number of 
vagrant children within the bills of mortality. 
The Society alſo requeſt, that the Magiſtrates 
would recommend to all Juſtices, in their 


reſpective counties, to make out a duplicate of 


each paſs and examination, purſuant to the 
directions of 17 Geo. II. to be recorded at the 
Quarter Seffions, in order that the law, where 
neceſſary, may be more rigorouſly enforced 
againſt any perſon found in a ſtare of vagrancy 
a ſecond c or third time, 


The Society are of opinion, that if conſtables 
were attentive to their duty, and if no 
perſons were permitted to harbour and ſhelter 
beggars and vagabonds, vagrancy might be, in 


a great degree, ſuppreſſed; The Society there- 


fore requeſt the Magiſtrates to conſider, whe- 
ther it would not be attended with beneficial 


effects, if they would reſolve to recommend it 


to all Juſtices to encourage, as much as poſſible, 


the conſtables to apprehend vagrants, and to 


puniſh them for their neglect of duty therein; 
and to puniſh alſo, with the greateſt ſeverity, all 
perſons in country towns and villages who 
harbour and ſhelter beggars and vagrants. 


C 2 And 
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And that conſtables might not be diſcouraged 


from apprehending vagrants under the 17 


Geo. II. from a fear that actions or proſecutions 


might be commenced againſt them for falſe 


impriſonment, perhaps it might be expedient 
that they ſhould have the ſame protection 
which the Legiſlature has given to fome other 


officers in the execution of their duty; fo that 


in any caſe where a conſtable had acted erro- 
neouſly, but not maliciouſly or wantonly, if 
any action or proſecution ſhould be brought 


_ againſt him, if the Judge ſhould certify upon 
the record that there was a reaſonable cauſe for 


apprehending, the plaintiff in ſuch a caſe ſhould 


not be entitled to more than two-pence damages, 


nor to. any coſts of ſuit ; and that the defendant 
in a criminal of (da Houle, not be fined 


2 * Society are 1 that there are 
a great number of perſons, in and about the 


metropolis, who have no honeſt or lawful means 


of obtaining a livelihood, but ſupport them- 


ſelves by picking pockets and committing other 


depredations upon the public; the Society re- 


commend it to the conſideration of the Magiſ- 
trates, whether ſome method might not be 


deviſed 
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deviſed by which all ſuſpicious perfons, whe 
have no lawful means of obtaining a livehi., 
hood, and who cannot give a good account of 
themſelves, might be deemed rogues and va- 


gabonds according to the weaning * * 
Geo. II. 


The Society therefore refer the following 
Propoſitions to the eee and diſcuſſton 
ol the Magiſtrates; 


Xt aft... That * vagrants, without pre- 
F viouſly inflicting ſome puniſhment upon the 
voagrant, according to the 17 Geo. II. is illegal. 


| 2d. That paſſing vagrants, without a pre- 

| vious examination and inquiry into their ſettle- 
1 4 ments in the preſence of a J uſtice of Peace, 1s 
'F legal, 


— — 


dd. That Juſtices of the Peace, by ſi igning 
blank paſſes, which are filled up by their clerks, 
and by which vagrants are paſſed, whom the 
'F Juſtices never examine or even ſee, are guilty 
b. of a miſdemeanor. 


, ach. That it is bighty injurious to the 
_ country 


k 4 ] 
country that paſſes ſhould be granted to perſons 
who ee 1 for 6 


ſc That to remove 17 paſſes; inſtead of 
orders of removal, "ſuch paupers as have com- 
mitted no act of vagrancy, is not only contrary 
to law, but a fraud upon the kingdom in ge- 
neral, and an act of great injuſtice to the pa- 
riſhes to which the Feuern « are 12 125 

6th. To prevent ſuch abuſes, that the 
Magiſtrates ſhould reſolve that it would be 
expedient, and that all Juſtices, of the Peace 
ſhould be requeſted, to commit all vagrants till 
the next Seſſions, ſo that they might be paſſed 
or nen of "yy the” . in Seſſions. | 

5th. That the 17 Ges. II. intended that all 
vagrants, foreigners, or thoſe who have no 
ſettlement, and vagrant children, ſhould be 
committed till the next Seſſions, as the Juſtices 
out of Seſſions have not that power to provide 
for them which is given to the Juſtices at 
Seſſions. 


8th, That if an uniformity of acting among 
the Juſtices in different counties cannot be 


| obtained 


L 1s 
obtained, without an act of Parliament, it 
would be expedient to apply to Parliament to 
enact, that. all vagrants ſhould be committed 
a the ber demon. 1 bn; RU FAG 1928 : 


4 do) 911 are 
. Or if the Maa bars MY not tk 
It adviſeable that all vagrants ſhould be com- 
mitted till the next Seſſions, - that an application 
ſhould be made to Parliament to provide that 
a certificate, ſigned by the Juſtice and certain 
officers, ſhould be annexed to every paſs, ſta- 
ting, that the vagrant had been actually whipt 
or impriſoned, at leaſt for ſome certain time to 
be agreed upon. | 


10th. That it would be highly expedient that 
T7 the Judges at the Aſſizes, and the Juſtices at 
the Quarter Seſſions, ſhould have the power to 
order, whenever they think proper, any priſoner, 
upon his diſcharge, to be paſſed to his legal 
© ſettlement without payment of fees, 


lith. Thatall walking and begging paſſes are 

NY extremely miſchievous and injurious ; and that 
4 | all ſuch paſſes, except to ſailors under certain 
X circumſtances, and perhaps to ſoldiers, are ab- 
1 ſolutely void and illegal. 


1 16 J 

13h. That it would be attended with very 

beneficial confequences to the country, if no 

walking and begging paſſes whatever. were 

granted by Juſtices ; and that all Juſtices ſhould 

be earneſtly entreated to refuſe all ſuch 9985 
whatever. Nec 


13th. That where vagrants are committed fot 
a leſs time than until the next Seſſions, the Juſ- #8 
tices ought to be careful to tranſmit a dupli- 
cate of the paſs and examination to the Seſſions, 
to be recorded, in order that the vagtant upon 
a repetition of his offence may, where neceſſary, 
be profecuted as an incorrigible — and 
afterwards as a felon. 


| 1 That it would be attended with very 7 
| beneficial conſequences, if Juſtices of the Peace 
ſhould hold frequently Petty Seſſions, to order 
privy ſearches : and if conſtables were ſtrictly 
puniſhed for neglect of duty in not apprehend- 
ing vagrants: and if all perſons who harbour 
beggars and vagabonds were proſecuted with 
ſeverity. 


15th, That where a conſtable acts erroneouſly, 
but not maliciouſly, it would be proper that he 
ſhould 


ct: 
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„ 
thould have the ſame protection as certain 
other officers, viz. That where the Judge cer- 
tifies upon the record that the conſtable had 
reaſonable cauſe, the plaintiff ſhould recover 
only two pence damages, and no coſts of ſuit 
—and in a criminal proſecution, that the de- 


fendant ſhould not be fined more than one 
ſhilling. 


16th. That it would be highly deſirable 
that ſome mode ſhould be thought of and 
adopted, that all ſuſpicious perſons, who have 
no honeſt and viſible means of obtaining a live- 
lihood, and who cannot give a good account of 
themſelves, ſhould be made ſubjects of the 
vagrant laws. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
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P RIS ON 8s 


' HOUSES OF CORRECTION, 


HE Society likewife.beg leave to call the 

attention of the Magiſtrates to the ſtate 
of Gaols and Houſes of Correction, and entreat 
them to exert their influence and authority to 
render general and complete thoſe plans of re- 
form ſo earneſtly recommended by Mr, Howard, 
whoſe death, occaſioned by his endeavours to 
_ alleviate the miſery of mankind, this e 
moſt pt lament, 


The counties of York, Gloceſter, Lang os 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Eſſex, Cornwall, Oxford, and 
Berks, were pointed out by Mr. Howard, about 
g Bb 4 a year 
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a a year ago, as s having improved this neglected 
branch of our national police in a manner that 
was worthy of- imitation. The Society have 
ſince been informed, that new priſons are now | 
building, or are intended immediately to be 
built, in the counties of Middleſex, Lincoln, 
Cheſter, Salop, Bedford, Hereford, Dorſet, 
Monmouth, Hertford, Stafford, Devon, War- 
wich, Carmarthen, Surrey, and Northampton ; 
and in the cities and towns of Briſtol, Bir- 
mingham, Mancheſter, Liverpool, Preſton, and 
Kendal. Beſides the above mentioned counties 
and towns, in moſt of which Mr. Howard's 
plans ſeem likely to be carried into effect, there 
are many other places in which improvements, 
more or leſs complete, have been lately under- 
taken, but of theſe an exact _ __ not. Fen 


. 
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Great hes have already been derived 
from theſe improvements, and there is teaſon 


to hope that ſtill greater may be obtained from 


their becoming more general; but that reforma- 


tion which was recommended by Mr. Howard, 


and which the Magiſtrates in many counties 
have been zealous and anxious to accompliſh, 
is yet incomplete. In ſome counties little 

TO e attention 


[at 1 

attention has been paid to the ſubject; and in 
the Metropolis, where proper regulations ars 
more requiſite than in any other place, the 
priſons are for the moſt part but little improved. 


There is alſo ſome reaſon to fear, that the 


Public, being deprived of the aſſiſtance of Mr. 


Howard, may again become inattentive to the 


ſubje&; and unleſs ſome further efforts are 
made, many of our priſons may relapſe into 
the ſame dreadful condition, from which they 
were ih ſome meaſure reſcued by his charitable 
exertions. It is on theſe grounds that the ſtate 
of our priſons and houſes of correction is re- 
commended to the conſideration of the Magiſ- 
trates, and the following means of improving 
them are ſubmitted to their judgment. That 
the pamphlet and papers printed by the 
Society, and now given to the Magiſtrates, be 


fent to the Juſtices in the different counties at 


the enſuing Midſummer Seſſions; that they 
be requeſted to peruſe thoſe obſervations of Mr. 
Howard, which relate to their County Gaols 
and County Bridewells, and conſider whether 
any nen can be made in them . 

| | That 


— 


* If it t ſhould be thought neceſſary, in any county or town, 


fo apply to the Legiſlature for additional powers, in order to 


* 
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That when, by building new priſons, or by 


#ltering the old ones, fit places of confinement 


are obtained, great attention be paid to the 
eſtabliſning proper regulations for the ma- 
nagement of them; and that it be recom- 
mended to the Juſtices to prevent all improper 
aſſociation of different claſſes of priſoners during 
the day; to enforce abſolute ſolitude during 


the night; to pay attention to whatever 


may be uſeful in promoting cleanlineſs, de- 


eency, and ſobriety; and, above all, to take 


care that ſome means of employment be fur- 
niſned to ſuch priſoners as are willing to work, 
and that thoſe that are ſentenced to hard labour 
be compelled to it. | 
On a ſubject of ſuch importance as the pre- 
ſent, it may perhaps be expected, that the 


earry into effect the good intentions of the Magiſtrates; it 


is eameſtly recommended to thoſe perſons who conduct the 
buſineſs, to peruſe with the greateſt attention the Act of the 


19th of Geo. III. cap. 74. commonly called the Penitentiary 
Act, and the AQ of the 25 Geo, III. cap. 10. commonly 


called the Gloceſter Gaol Act. The laſt of theſe Acts, and the 


fleps which have been taken to carry it into execution, are 
mentioned by Mr. Howard in ſuch terms (Lazarettos, p. 177). 


that it is needleſs to attempt to ay any thing r in re- 


eommendation of them. 


Society 
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Society ſhould not only ſtate to the Magiſtrates 
the object that is deſired, but ſhould point out 
to them ſome plan by which it may be ob- 
tained, For this purpoſe, they think they 
cannot do better than lay before the Magiſtrates 
an account of the following method of proceed- 
ing with reſpect to priſoners who are ſentenced 
to be tranſported, or, having been ſentenced to 
ſuffer death, are not left for execution by the 
Judges. This method has been tried in the 
county of Oxford ; and, after a trial of ſeveral 
years, has been found to be attended with very 
good effects. It has alſo been thought to be 
well adapted to the purpoſe by the firſt legal 
authorities in the kingdom, and has been ho- 
noured with the approbation of that Perſonage 
whoſe gracious compliance with the prayer of 
the Magiſtrates has enabled them to carry it into 
execution. When there are any convicts of the 
above deſcription, of whoſe reformation ſome 
hopes are entertained, application is made to the 
King, to grant them a pardon on condition of 
their being kept to hard labour for a fixed term 
of years, under ſuch regulations as the Juſtices, 
whoſe names are mentioned in the pardon, 
ſhall dire& and appoint. The priſon is then 
i * to anſwer every purpoſe of a penitentiary 
houſe: 
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| houſe; the convicts are employed in a proper 
manner, their labour is productive of conſiders 
able advantage to the county, and, which is 
of infinitely more conſequence, great numbers 
of them are brought to habits of induſtry, ſo- 
briety, and honeſty. In theſe caſes, when the 
| Juſtices are ſatisfled with the behaviour of any 
of the convicts, they again apply to his Majeſty. 
who has been pleaſed'on every occaſion to ſig- 
nify his readineſs to ſhorten the term of the 
priſoners confinement, or finally to grant him 
a free pardon, if his conduct continues to be 
ſuch as ſeems to indicate that he is really re- 
claimed. In many inſtances it has been found, 
that, in the courſe of two or three years, con- 
victs have acquired thoſe general habits of in- 
duſtry which make them become uſeful mem- 
bers of the community; into which when they 
are ſent back, they are furniſned with every 
encouragement that can be likely to induce 
them, after they leave the gaol, to adhere to 
that conduct to which they are indebted for the 
remiſſion of the greater part of their ſentence. 
For this purpoſe, it is extremely proper that a 
priſoner, who has behaved well, ſhould be re- 
warded, at his diſcharge, with money, clothes, 
and tools for work, together with a promiſe of 

en -- turther 
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further encouragement, if he brings a certificate 
of his good behaviour at the end of a year. It 
muſt be here obſerved, that at preſent this can 
only be done by a private ſubſcription, as the 
Juſtices have no power to do it out of the coun- 


ty ſtock. The expence, however, is not great; 
but if it ſhould be found difficult to raiſe a fund 
ſufficient for the purpoſe, there probably would 


be no objection to obtaining a power of applying 
to this uſe, ſome part of the earnings of thoſe 
convicts whoſe induſtry has recommended them 
to the protection of the Magiſtrates *. 


The Society, therefore, requeſt the attention 
of the Magiſtrates to the following Propoſitions: 


1. The endeavouring to render general 
and complete that reform, in the conſtruction 
and management of the priſons and houſes 
of correction in England and Wales, which at 
preſent is imperfect, is an object deſerving the 
attention of this meeting. | 


2. The eſtabliſhing proper regulations in 
the priſons and houſes of correction of the 
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* This is done in the Gloceſter Act. 
E Metropolis 


= 
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Metropolis (particularly,in Newgate) is an object 


in which the intereſt of every county in * 
and Wiles i is very materially dene. 


3 That it 1 7 be . 1 in 
every county, a Committee of Magiſtrates 
ſhould be annually appointed to examine and 
fuperintend the priſons within the county ; and 
that they ſhould make a report to the onney 
eine at 18 Saen | 


4. That the plans which have been 3 
in ſome counties, and which have been attend- 
ed with ſuch ſalutary effects, ſnould be recom- 
mended to the conſideration of Magiſtrates in 
other counties. 


5. That as the Judges at the Aſſizes, and 
Juſtices at the Seſſions, frequently order 
convicts to be impriſoned in the gaols as 
penitentiary houſes, it would be proper to re- 


commend to the Juſtices in every county to 


provide accommodations for ſuch convicts. 


6. That power be given to Judges of Af- 
ſize, and Juſtices at Seſſions, to order any 


offender who ſhall 1 ſentenced to tranſporta- 
tion, 


co 
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tion, to be employed in hard labour in the 
gaol or houſe of correction, till the time that 
ſuch convidt ſhall be tranſported. 


| The following is the Form of the Pardm men- 


COPY, 


(L. S.) 


tioned in Page 23. 


GEORGE, R. 


Whereas A. B. was, at the laſt Lent Aſſizes | 
holden for our county of Oxford, tried and 
convicted for a rape, and had ſentence of 
death paſſed upon him for the ſame ; but after- 
wards received our pardon on condition of 
tranſportation for fourteen years: and C. D. 
convicted, at the laſt Summer Aſſizes for our 
ſaid county, of felony, and received ſentence 
of tranſportation for ſeven years for the fame, 


And whereas ſome favourable circumſtances 


have been humbly repreſented unto us in their 


behalf, inducing us to extend our grace and 


A. B. & 
: C. D. 


mercy unto them, and to grant them our par- 
don for their reſpective crimes, on condition 
of their being kept to hard labour for the terms 
hereafter mentioned; viz. the ſaid A. B. for 
the term of fourteen years, and the ſaid C. D. 
for the term of ſeven years, within our county 
of Oxford, under ſuch regulations as H. B. C. D. 
E. F. G. H. IJ. K. Eſqrs. five of our Juſtices 
of Peace for our ſaid county, or any three of 
them, or any other our Juſtices of the Peace 


for the ſaid county, to be for that purpoſe 


authoriſed 


4 un 
Authoriſed under our ſign manual, ſtrall from 


Fi je 5 3 time to time direct and appoint. Qur will 


and pleaſure therefore. 518, that you give the 
neceſſary directions accordingly, and that they 

be inſerted for their reſpective crimes, on the 
condition above mentioned, in our firſt and 

and next general pardon that ſhall come out 
or the Oxford Circuit: And for ſo doing this 

ſhall be your warrant. - Given at our Court at 
. Oh James s, the eighteenth day of December 
| 2799, in the thirtieth year of our "og { | 


BI His Majeſty” 8 Command, 
| (Signed), W. W. Grexv ILLE, 


) 
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To our WY ng Well-beloved ole Juſtices 1 
| ; Eng Aſſize for the Oxford Circuit; the ( 

igh Sheriff of our County of Oxford, 
and all others . it may concern. 
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